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Created for a Purpose: What Does Faith Tell Us 
About Our Journey as Humans? 
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As Christians, we hold a profound understanding of humanity, informed by our faith and the Holy Bible. Our 


understanding navigates through the creation, the fall, salvation, and ultimately, the destiny of mankind. 


We begin with the creation story, as told in the book of Genesis, specifically Genesis 1:26-27. "Then God said, 
‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds 
in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’ 
So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created 
them." Here, we learn that God purposefully created man and woman in His own image, bestowing upon every 
individual an innate sense of dignity and worth. Each person, as a bearer of God's image, attests to the divine 


touch in their creation. 


Being made in God's image signifies more than mere resemblance. It implies that humans are imbued with 
moral, rational, and relational capacities that mirror God's nature. These capacities, as stated in Colossians 3:10, 
"have put on the new Self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator," facilitate a 
personal relationship with God, enabling us to comprehend and execute God's will. 

However, this divine image within us has been marred by sin. Sin, as understood in Christianity, is a violation of 
God's will or laws. It is a state of moral wrongness that results in spiritual separation from God, disrupting the 
intended relationship between the Creator and His creation, as stated in Isaiah 59:2, "But your iniquities have 


separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear." 


The concept of sin in Christianity is intrinsically linked to the narrative of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. 
Their disobedience, as recorded in Genesis 3, led to a state of sinfulness that has since been inherited by all of 
humanity. This event, often referred to as ‘the Fall’, is outlined in Romans 5:12, "Therefore, just as sin entered 
the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all 


sinned." 


Romans 3:23 further emphasizes the universal sinfulness of humanity, stating that "for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God.” This verse underscores the shared need for reconciliation with God across all of 


humanity. 


Yet, amidst the bleakness of sin, the Christian faith shines a light on the promise of salvation. Ephesians 2:1-5 
elucidates this concept, "As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live 
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at 
work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our 
flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because 
of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved." Salvation, therefore, is portrayed as a divine gift, not 


earned by our works but graciously bestowed upon us by God's mercy and love. 


Faith plays an indispensable role in receiving this salvation. It is through faith in Jesus Christ that we are saved 
and reconciled with God. Jesus Christ, through His death and resurrection, has paid the penalty for our sins, 
offering us the gift of eternal life and reconciliation with God. Romans 10:9 states, "If you declare with your 


mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved." 


This brings us to the Christian understanding of our destiny. Eternal life, according to Christianity, is the gift of 
living in the presence of God forever, as a result of faith in Jesus Christ. This belief is further elaborated in the 
book of Revelation (21:1-4), which depicts a new heaven and a new earth where God will dwell with His people, 
eradicating all sorrow, pain, or death. "Then | saw ‘a new heaven and a new earth,’ for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. | saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And | heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God's dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
aqway."" 

In Christ, we find the promise of a glorious future. Our destiny is to be fully restored to God's original intention 
for humanity, living eternally in His presence, free from sin and suffering. This is the overarching narrative of 
Christianity—an epic saga that commences with creation, journeys through sin and salvation, and culminates in 
an eternal destiny with God. As 1 John 3:2 promises, "Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we 
will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall 


see him as he is." 
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¢ What Does the Bible Teach About the Trinity? 
¢ What Does It Mean That the Bible is Inspired? 


e What Does It Mean That the Bible is Infallible? 


¢ What is the Difference between Being Religious and Being a Christian? 
¢ What is the Difference Between the Inerrancy and Infallibility of Scripture? 


¢ What Does It Mean That the Bible Should Be Our Sole Authority for Faith and Practice? 


Further Resources 
e Explore Online Ministry Opportunities at Open Christian Ministries (USA) 


e Explore Christian Business Services at the Center for Faith and Work (Rwanda) 


e Pursue an Affordable Online Christian Degree at Open Christian University (USA) 
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